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HONEST “DEFLECTOR HEAD” 
CHARLEY « HONEST ENGINE 
ADAPTER HEADQUARTERS « 
HEDMAN HEDDER DISTRIBU- 


TOR « HONEST “C.P. 100” 
CAMS FOR OHV ENGINES « 
NEW “K” SERIES. 
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SURPRISE MONEY SAVER CATALOG 


SEND 25< FOR NEW 1957 SURPRISE MONEY 
SAVER CATALOG—THEN NEXT ISSUE FREE 








HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


SPEAKER KITS 


REAR SEAT @ FOR ANY VOLTAGE 
SWITCH COMES ALREADY WIRED 
5x7" 
CHROME 


$4.50 


6x9" 
CHROME 


$5.50 


State type 
of transmission. 
Pay postage or 


V8 DUAL 
EXHAUST oz 


55-57 CHEVY—35-57 FORD—39-53 MERC. 


DUAL SIDE HEAD PIPES $9.95 


DUAL SIDE TAIL PIPES 
ALL INSTAL’ PARTS | ans MUFFLERS 

epuseiii $15.50 
WITH TWO MUFFLERS 19.95 


WITH ONE MUFFLER 
Choice of Glas or Steel Pack Mufflers 








55-57 PLY.—50-51 CAD.—49.57 OLDS—51-55 
STUDE.—53-57 DODGE—55-57 PONTIAC—52-57 
DE ee a FORD PICKUP—54-57 MERC 
41-56 CHEVY SIX 

DUAL SIDE HEAD PIPES $ 95 
DUAL SIDE TAIL PIPE 


ALL INSTAL’ PARTS LESS MUFFLERS 


WITH ONE MUFFLER... 
WITH TWO MUFFLERS. 
Choice of Glas or Steel Pack Mufflers 


$14.95 





FOLLOWING LESS MUFFLERS 
53-57 BUICK—51-57 CHRYS..... 


DUAL MUFFLERS 








som omy 540% 


Choice of Glas or Steel Pack Mufflers 

FOR ALL — FORD — MERC. — CHEVY—CAD. — 
DODGE — PLY. — LINC. — OLDS — PONT. — 
STUDE — THAT ARE EQUIPPED WITH FAC- 
TORY DUAL EXHAUST. GIVE PARTICULARS 
OF YOUR CAR. 





EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Fits any exhaust 
pipe, any car. 
Dash control kit 
is included. 


SEND $295 
Postpaid 


Box RC 1904 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 






































new SPINNER: 


SENSATIONS direct from California! 


et itevn Muto 
etl Se afl GSROOs © Lhe 
@417 RC-B South Western Ave. 
Los Angeles 47, Colif. 
25% Deposit Required. F.O.8. Les Angeles. 
Pestege C.O.D. ' 
Californie residents add 4% soles tax. 

































This month's cover creation is perhaps 
the most-often customized car. One of 
Connecticut's classiest customs, its... 


MARATTA’S MYSTERY............... 12 





Hop up fans have requested an insight 
into reworking Buick's V8. Here is the 
lowdown on an outstanding mill... 


BUILD A BETTER BUICK.............. 16 


Henning ond Ritch have teamed up 
again and they're off on a humorous 
mystery. Read the soul-rending tale of 


THE RARE ROCKIN’ ROLLS ROYCE...... 34 
RODS AND CUSTOMS 
MILDLY MOLDED. A neat, yet conservative, show winner...............0e000% 22 
STANDARD OF THE WORLD—RESTYLED. Radical custom Cadillac.............. 30 
MAULIN’ HAULER. Konsos looks to the pickup... ......... cece cece eee eceee 32 
READY AND WILLING. Trophy-snatcher of shows and goes!...........-000005 52 
BOYLE’S BARGAIN BUICK. With parts from a ‘27 Cadillac!.............eeee0. 56 
DO-IT-TO-ITS 
HUBCAP HARMONY. Pick a style, then build them...............0-cccceeeee 24 
PLATE PROTECTION. Bumper-restyling with a purpose...........--c cece ecces 40 
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Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Callf. Entered as second-class 
the Act of March 3, 1897. ~~ in whole or 
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it’s a fact, man... 





RESTYLING and 
REPAIRING 
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TAP KITS! 
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ONLY $13. { 
TAPKIT c-S0 is a ‘*king-size"’ 


x for a com- 

fore-and-aft customizing job 

or for several professional repair 
-.-OMLY $27. i 

THE GLASSER’S MANUAL — New 

q to-do-it’’ book inni 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 









Carcrafters . . . don't 
just dream about 
thet way out custom 
build it yourself at home 
with TAP’s new, low-cost 
carcrafting kits! 


WITH TAPKITS you 
can hood your headlights, 
fin your fenders, put on 
an air scoop, patch dents 
and rust-outs on any auto 
body. No torch or ex- 
pensive metal-weork- 
ing tools required. 
















GET GOIN 
MAN 





ee a ORDER 
TAP Merchandising Plan TODAY 
*Taylor & Art, inc., 


Dept. RC-8, 1710 E. 12th St., Oakland 6, California 





$. closed. Send the following immediately, 
postpaid. 
0 C-10 ($445) () C-25 ($13.95) () C-50 ($27.95) 


() THE GLASSER’S MANUAL ($1.00) 
(CD Send me my FREE copy of your 16 page, illustrated 
brochure: “CUSTOMIZING IS EASY WITH TAPKITS.” 
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NTEREST IN THE HOBBY of building scale model cars — both Rods 
and Customs — is apparently on the upswing. Ever since the Nov. ’56 
issue (which included announcement of the first national Model Car* 
Contest) we have been literally barraged with mail from aspirants 
of the fad. But the full extent of this interest wasn’t realized until 
our April ’57 edition (with the results of the contest and photos of 
the 20 winners) was unveiled, To provide a meeting place where ideas 
and suggestions could be exchanged, and word of new kits, etc., R & C 
instigated its Rods and Customs In Mimiature column. And again the 
mailman complained of increasing loads. Sorting out all the queries, 
problems, ideas and model photos proved to be too big a task for the 
recently-appointed Model Car Editor, so the monthly feature on models 
doesn’t appear this trip. However, the page is being overhauled and 
will commence again next month. 


And in the same vein, how many of you model fans would be 
interested in building and racing your models? Yep, there exists an 
organization in this country which operates tracks whereon \%" scale 
race cars and hot rods can be run, And these aren’t the gas-powered 
type cars which are harnessed by wire or cable to a central pivot, either. 
The models in question can be individually controlled, while in motion, 
and travel over a roadway-type circuit which requires real handling 
knowledge to prevent spinouts, skids, and so forth. They’re electrically 
powered, easily and economically built. More on this in a month or two. 

As was hinted a few issues back, there are no definite plans for 
another Model Car Contest this year. The outcome of the last contest 
(again) was staggering and provoked an amazing amount of interest; 
but a magazine office is really no place to conduct such activities. If we 
could locate a Model Car Club which would be interested in handling 
the judging procedure, R & C stands ready to give all the help it can 
and will give out all the pertinent data, such as dates, places, and so 
forth, through its R’s & C’s In Miniature column. Any takers? Let’s 
try to keep this contest thing alive. 

Thirty days from now you'll receive the next issue which will be 
crammed full of Model T Ford data, stories, photo coverage of T-bodied 
rods, restored T’s and T racing cars from an era long gone — and even 
a custom T or two. This will be worth waiting for. See you then. © 

sm 
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, ELIMINATES Spring Wrap : 


% INCREASES tire mileage 
%* ELIMINATES sidesway and “‘Hop-out” 
Available fer mest cars 



























Many models and d 

binations. 

* Styling, lettering, and emblems are 
finest in the nation. 

*% Prices include ali lettering and em- 

blems. $13.50 te $25.00 in club lots of 

6 or more. 


of color com- 


SEND S0¢ TODAY For complete catalog on Embiems, 
Jackets, Decals, Ploques, Novelties — including informe- 
tien on how to stort your club and $1.00 Credit Certificate 
ond free Decal. 





“= Simple to install, need no special tools or welding. 


















EMBERS RECEIVE 
— “ CLUB WINDSHIELD DECAL 


TALOG 

NEW CLUBS 
© SPECIAL ASSISTANCE IN FORMING, NEWSPAPER i 
@ PERSONAL ADVICE ON CUSTOM AND SOCIAL INTEREST 









EM 
AND UPHOLSTERY 
° CEADING MONTHLY AUTO MAGAZINES 












CLUB JACKETS 


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR CAR CLUBS 


THE OLDEST, LARGEST 
and ONLY SANCTIONED 


NATIONAL CUSTOM & SPEEL 


KUSTOMS OF AMERICA Dept. R08 
5880 Hellywood Boulevard 

Hellywoed 28, Califernia 

Please enroll me as a member of KUS- 
TOMS OF AMERICA. | understand my mem- 
bership entities me to an official 1.0. 
CARD, Yearly Subscription to Club News- 
paper, all KOA Special 7 - — 
Discount Catalog, and: full. Association 
privileges. 









Enclosed is $................for........years’ dues, 





NO AGE LIMIT — NO CAR NECESSARY 





Giant New 228 Page 
AUTOMOTIVE 
ne ek ch 





Get your FREE copy now ... - 
thing you need for your car, = 
a car or hot rod. Save 
———— ing-by-m -by-mail from Whit 
hard -to - find items 
cars from 1920 to 1957. See newest 
Hollywood accessories not offered in 
‘custom 8 ing equipmen -all a 
lowest prices! Guaranteed satisfac- 
tion or money back. Our 20th year: 


st RUSH COUPON ! Please send 


- WAGON 25c to help pay catalog mailing and 
TRUCK handlin A-~4 We will credit 25c 
order for = 00 or more. 











3. Cc. Wweeeveecy & COMPANY, ] 
1917 8 Archer Avenue, Chicage 16, IMinois 

Rush giant aon of auto parts and accessories 

at sale prices. I to cover part of mailing and 

handling cost. Joos on be credited to me on my first 
‘order. OFFER GOOD IN U.S.A. ONLY. | 





I’m writing in regards to your ar- 
ticle on the World’s Smallest V8 in 
the March issue. I was very interested 
in the story for I have just completed 
the designing and building of a V8 
ohv gasoline engine. 

According to the figures given in 
your article, my engine is smaller in 
every respect than Mr. Seymours’. He 
has a 7-inch block with ™%g,” bore and 
stroke and a resulting displacement of 
5.4 cubic inches. My engine has a 6- 
inch block, a .640 bore and a %” stroke 
for 1.9 cu. ins. displacement. My engine 
has turned up only 4,200 rpm so Sey- 
mour has me beat with 10,000. But 
since my engine has only been com- 
pleted for about three weeks, I may 
be able to increase my rpm’s in time. 





It took me two years and eight 
months to build it. The crank was turn- 
ed on a lathe but the block was cast. 
After three tries I finally got a good 
casting, after which I did all the 
machining. Again like Seymour, I pur- 
chased the spark plugs, screws, wires, 
ete. 

Arnold M. Daniels, Hastings Michigan 
© Norman Seymour's V8 — reported in 
detail in the March '57 issue, as well 
as in March of 1954 — was the smailest 
(to our knowledge) at present time. 
But it looks like Arnold Daniels has 


gone him one better, thus deserves to - 


wear the crown, Are there any other 
contenders? 
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GRULE TIPS 

Your April article on grille building 
was most helpful. A front end some- 
what similar to that in your pickup 
now reposes in my ’51 Chevy. But I’m 
at a loss to duplicate your “clear plastic 
knobs” attached to the ends of the 
larger bars. What are they and where 
can I get some? Please help a humble 
reader complete his custom grille. 





Please? 

Wayne King Bakersfield, Calif. 
© Space limitations prevented us from 
describing how solid blocks of clear 
plastic were obtained from a plastics 
supply house, turned down in a lathe, 
polished to transparency and, finally, 
affixed to the grille tubes with set- 
screws. Pardon us. 


BEST, BEST, BEST 
Just finished the June R&C. Inci- 
dentally, I buy your book without even 
opening the cover—I know the con- 
tents will be good, if not the best. 
Though all the articles held my at- 
tention, your “East vs. West” aroused 
my right hand to a nervous shake 
which signified a letter was soon to be 
formed. No doubt you are strengthen- 
ing the office walls, adding extra help, 
bracing the desk tops and in general 
sounding a “G.Q.” alarm in anticipa- 
tion of the reader’s reaction to such a 
controversial subject. 
I thoroughly agree with both Anony- 
moui (That’s a word?). Listen, once. 
summer I pulled my engine 
(62 Olds from a ’52 Olds), then care- 
fully replaced same engine but bored, 
stroked, reworked heads, cam multi- 
carbs, hot ignition, etc., just eight 
(8 — 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8) months later. 
How come so long? This I would also 
like to know! Delays, parts and ship- 
ping delays, ignorance of installation 
and assembly of parts, and last of all 
tuning of same. 
(Continued on Page 11) 
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Why Just Tinker? 


| EARN MONEY AND 
GET EXPERIENCE AS 
| TRAIN AT HOME! 






Be A Full-Time Top-Pay 
Auto ecnens 


It’s fun to tinker with your 





You also get this fine-quality 

set of mechanic’s tools. These 
help you get experience 
while training, do spare time 
repairing for profit. Both 
Tune-Up Kit and Tool Set 
are yours to use—and keep. 
No extra cost! a 


— 
MAIL TODAY FOR 2 FREE BOOKS 


€ommercial Trades Institut 





le! 


Dept. A-570 
{ _ 28-page book, “Big Menay in Auto Me- 
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& chonics."" Also send Sample Lesson. Both FREE. : 
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Address t 
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latest mode! that doesn't need petrol is 
scale model of the type 35B Bugatti. This 

ali metal construction kit consists of approx- 
metal castings which bolt together 

with no further modeling or carving, to pro- 
duce a. 1/24 scale Bugatti, 6%” long. The 
bonnet (hood) lifts to show the solid engine 
with supercharger and exhaust manifold. The 
price is $8.00 including transparent display 
case, plinth, instructions, racing numbers dash- 
board and biveprint. The kit is obtainable from: 


Two new manifolds for Dodge V8's will fit 
ali D-500 engines 1955 through 1957 and are 
available in either a dval-quad or triple 
manifold. In the case of the triples, they 
may be drilled for either 3-bolt or 4-bolt 
carburetors. Literature and prices available. 
Offenhauser Equipment Corp. 

5156 Alhambra Avenue 

Los Angeles 32, California 





CAR-CALK is a waterproof compound formu- 


lated to prevent rust on car bodies near chrome 
trim and other areas having metal-to-metal 
crevices. CAR-CALK is supplied in matching 
colors. and after application is guaranteed 
not to crack, chip or dry ovt. Available to 
match all colors 1950 to 1957. Money-back 
gvorantee. $2.00 for one color, $2.25 for two- 
tone and $2.50 for three-tone. Specify make, 
year and color when ordering. 

Peerless Auto Products 

Box 9639-K 

Pittsburg 26, Pa. 

10 


A new line of automobile floor mats are culled 
Akro Car Carpets. The mats feature high pile 
livingroom carpeting permanently bounded te 
a heavy gouge rubber base. Akro Car Carpelt 
may be cleaned with whisk broom, vacuu® 
cleaner, or be shampooed like household car 
peting. Available in grey, beige, red and grees. 
The Buxbaum Company 

Canton 1, Ohio 
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| “MORE LETTERS 
(continued from page 9) 


__ While the engine was roving around 

Philadelphia and vicinity, the body was 
being worked on—headlight frenching, 
rebuilding of grille area, re-worked 
skirts, air scoops, trunk lid and hood 
filling, custom taillights, chroming of 
engine parts, etc. All of this I swal- 
lowed contentedly, along with a sprin- 
kling of, “What a waste of money.”, 
“Why don’t you get married?”, “Men 
get paid to design cars and you... .”, 
and endless suggestions of what and 
what not to do. 

Now to complete the slop (a quaint 
name given my car by fellow club 
members), a top chopping is next in 
line. I’ve offered $500.00 for the job 
| | and six (6-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) good body 
: shops have turned me down. The shop 
N : that did all of the aforementioned 









work did it at night! CHOP THE 
TOP?777? I was chased out with the 
. oxidizing flame of a very familiar 
5) torch. 

But my mind is made up! This far I 
have gone, and now the top must be 
done, soooo000000 my vacation is well 
planned, (All I want is a 3%-inch chop, 
remove completely, forever and always 
the Flint-type roof to be replaced by 
a padded, removable top without rear 
quarter windows). 

That’s the answer to the questions 
in your article. My impression of 
Western cars? The nicest to be found. 
It appears that out West you drive in, 
discuss your desires and a date is 
made, price tag agreed upon and pres- 
to, that’s it. (Note: allow some time 
for work to be accomplished.) The East 
has good cars, too; but more sweat, 
toil, scrounging around, dickering of 
prices has to be done. And let’s face it, 
we can’t all be bodymen. 

So until the East gets a few good 
body and speed shops who know what’s 
what, in my humble opinion the West is 

BEST 
BEST 
BEST 
BEST 


Broomall, Penna. 








Joseph Smith 
@ No comment 
AUGUST, 1957 








EAST VS WEST 

I read with great interest the East 
vs. West debate in the June issue. 
However, it is felt you failed to men- 
tion one of the greatest obstacles an 
Eastern customizer must overcome. 
That is the inspection laws we have 
here in New Jersey we must abide by. 

Once a year every N, J. vehicle must 
be thoroughly checked by the authori- 
ties for safe brakes, steering, lights, 
etc. I’ll admit this practice has removed 
many unsafe gook wagons from our 
roads, but this also makes taboo such 
things as loud mufflers, outside exhaust 
systems, radical top chopping, and so 
forth. And for this year I understand 
they’ve put the squelch on shaved doors 
with electric latches. So, how about a 
how-to-do-it on un-shaving doors for 
we Jerseyites? 


Jim Lewis Belleville, New Jersey 








ae «=6MEN WANTED! 
EXCLUSIVELY FOR 


@e- ROD & CUSTOM.~ 


* THE INDUSTRY'S SMALLEST, 
MOST COMPACT UNIT. 


= FIRST 
In Its Field 


LOWEST COST 
Ga NO HOLES TO ORILL 


step-by-step instructions included. 


rod & Custom magazine | 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. | 
Please send me ROD & CUSTOM fer the next 
[7] 12 months @ $3.00 [() 24 months @ $5.00 


Enclosed 


() cosh () check 





COVERage 


rod and custon 
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FEW YEARS back Frank Marat- 

ta discovered that the best way to 
advertise his New England Autobody 
Shop — a Hartford speed shop and cus- 
tomizing emporium — would be to build 
a real show-stopping custom and enter 
it in as many displays as possible. And 
this he has done, proof being provided 
by the sharp increase in shop customers 





after each display was concluded. No 
wonder, for his “Pink Beast” embodies 
undoubtedly the most extensive sur- 
gery ever undertaken on a ’40 Mercury. 

The Merc originally saw light of day 
as a convertible sedan — but over the 
years it has lost two of its doors and 
has become a hardtop with an electri¢ 
swing-down spare which permits access 


ROD & CUSTOM 


to the trunk. 

To trace the car’s modifications as 
they progressed would be pretty much 
of an endless task, since each show 
attended has seen the car more radical- 
ly changed than the one before. 

The Merc was the shop’s spare time 
project to be hacked into as idle hours 
permitted, so changes were wrough 
AUGUST, 1957 < 





accordingly. Then, as announcement 
date for a Eastern or New England 
show was named, the car would be 
painted and entered. With that show’s 
conclusion, work would be started 
again and continued until the next 
show. Then, paint and enter. And so it 
went, for several years, 


(continued) 
13 

















maratta’s mystery 


But as it stands today — “Finished”, 
muses Maratta; “Oh yeah?” echo his 
cohorts — 2,000 hours of lead and torch- 
work have concealed the car’s identity 
to such an extent that show programs 
have been known to list the “Pink 
Beast” as mystery under the make-and- 
model category. 

_Less than 25% of the car’s exterior 


is original Merc metal, sleet steel 
being handformed for such items as 
the tapered fins which emanate from 
the tunneled sides of the rear window 
and terminate over the ’52 Merc tail- 
lights six feet aft of the wheels. 
Frank and his shop have thus 
achieved their goal: eye-popping proof 
of their unparalleled workmanship. @ 
. ' : > ¢ ; 


Steering column alignment is 
checked by Frank Marattc 

fabricating dash and mounting in- 
struments. Windshield assembly was 
added a piece at a time, the lower 
supporting posts positioned last. 


Interior appears quite different 
than in above photo. Everything was 
custom built. Seats, door panels and 
dash padding are all of 2-tone Nav- 
gahyde; white and pink to match 
exterior of the car (see cover). 


Back fender treatment is dupli- 
cated nowhere else. Merc lights 
perch nearly 6 feet behind rear 
wheels. Note simulated airscoops. 


ROD & CUSTOM © AUGUST, 1957 





Rear end is unquestionably the most striking 
because of the long sweep of the tailfins, 
the tunnelled rear window and unique spare 
treatment. Fittingly, the license plate typifies 
Maratta’s keen regard for the truly unusual. 


Bulider Maratta midway in dash construc- 
tion. Steering is original equipment, though 
upper mast jacket was later covered with mask. 








RNOLD MILLER of Po 

Oregon, had a tough sr 
make: The beautifully-kept ’52 E 
Super that he used for street t 
portation just didn’t have enough b 
to give him the kicks his boyish h 
desired. Besides, with all his buddies 
the “Saints” Car Club going in for t 
latest V-8 iron he felt left out at drags 
and rallies. Should he swap to a new 
Buick mill — or trade off the Super for 
a later rig??? But, parting with the 
62 was like losing one of the family. 
He decided to keep the old girl and 
swap the straight 8 kicker for one of 
the bent variety. 

Of all the new V-8 engines the Buick 
has probably received the least atten- 
tion of the quick set. One look at the 
valves and porting system is usually 
enough to discourage the average 
wrench bending artist. According to 
those in the know those crazy Buicks 
just weren’t for go. Arnold, though, 
had heard of a wild Buick 264 that was 
currently upsetting the hydro boys by . 
turning no less than 8500 rpm without 
coming apart, The builder had been 
Bill Schnell of Portland, Oregon. Arm 
old paid a call at the Schnell emporiw 
of speed to question the same regard 
ing his chair car. The swap, according” 
to Bill, was very simple and he would” 
be most happy to oblige in this respediy 
however, he didn’t think dropping in 8 — 
stock ’56 V-8 was going to be the 
answer to Arnold’s dreams. The mill, 
said he, should be given the same treat ~ 
ment as the high winding hydro, only 
more so inches-wise. The deal sounded 
right to Miller so work was begun. ~ 

A new ’56 Buick engine and Dyna- 
flow transmission was delivered to 
(continued) 
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BY 
PETER 
SUKALAC 


Bill obtained a factory-polished crank @ 
slight lightening, then re-balencing, were 
all thet was required prior to installation. 
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Boring bar is set over the 1956 Buick V8 Ready for the assembly of components, Bill 
engine to hog the barrels out to Y-inch gives the mains a good coat of light oil 
over stock. Displacement will go to 422. preparatory to dropping in the crankshaft. 











Schnell’s shop and uncrated. The mill 
was disassembled and laid out on the 
bench. A boring bar was put on the 
block and the holes were punched out 
to 4%” to increase the capacity to 422 
cubic inches. It takes torque to get a 
2 ton rig off the line and there is no 
substitute for inches when it comes to 
producing brute power at low rpm. A 


+." 


S= 


A common engine-destroyer is hap-hazard 
tightening of essential bolts. Here all five of 
the main caps are torqued down to 110 ft. Ibs. 


& 4 7 a 
4 A ‘t] 


yp a 


BUICK 


set of special Jahns solid skirt buckets 
were balanced along with the crank 
assembly after the rods had been light- 
ened. The boring, coupled with the new 
pistons, was calculated to give a final 
compression ratio of 10:1. A T-3 Isken- 
derian cam was installed when the 
short block was assembled. 

It’s always been a mystery how the 





T-3 cam kit used has total lift of 420". 
“Hopped up” valve train; that is, parts were 
lightened; will allow rpm at the 8,000 figure. 
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Porting was requested so Bill dons a pair of 
protective goggles (a must!) and, using a rotary 
stone and handfile, hogged out the ports 


Stock "56 Buick head has relatively small 
valves, rough ports and deep shelves under 
each valve seat, but smooth cam chambers. 
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Finished combustion chamber and valve ports 
on right are in sharp contrast to the stock 
chamber and ports in the adjoining cylinder. 


All guesswork in engine assembly can be 
sidestepped through the use of proper gauges. 
Here valve gapper and cam check are set up. 


Buick breathes as well as it does when 
the ports are inspected. The ports are 
among the smallest for the inches they 
have to feed, but odd as it may seem, 
with the right cam they get the job 
done, Bill used a high speed stone to 
rough out the ports and then smoothed 
them with rolls of grit paper. The 
shelves under each valve seat were 
ground away and polished to make for 
a smoother entry and exit of gasses. 
The valve train was left stock except 
for Isky springs, tubular push rods and 
mechanical lifters. A set of P & G 
gauges were used to check the valve 
clearance and the cam lift and profile. 
The intake valves were set for .012 
clearance on the dial of the valve gap- 
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The widely-used Grant piston rings were 
deemed necessary to good engine perform- 
ance, so they are put on the Jahns pistons. 


Proper degreeing of valve-timing is essen- 
tial to engine performance. Here Bil shows 
his own design of “degree wheel” in use. 


per while the exhausts were set at .015. 

The engine was ready for the chassis 
at this stage, so Bill had Arnold drive 
the rig into the shop. The ’52 straight 
eight was removed from the chassis 
along with the Dynaflow unit. The ’56 
Dynaflow’s torque-ball and U joint 
were removed and ’52 units mounted 
in their place. The mill was then low- 
ered into place and leveled. The left 
exhaust manifold interfered with the 
steering. The engine was lifted clear 
and the entire ’52 steering box, sleeve 
and shift linkage removed. A °53 box 
and sleeve with ’55 shift linkage was 
remounted, The mill was tried again. 
The old master cylinder was in too 
(continued) 
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close so it was moved toward the frame 
%”. The engine then was mated to the 
transmission and held by the hoist 
while new front mounts were made 
from cold, rolled stock. This done, the 
mill was bolted down and the business 
of hooking up controls and wires begun, 
along with the manufacture of a new 
set of pipes. The right hand exhaust 
pipe presented no problem. It was 
merely routed down through the frame 
in the same manner as the old straight 
8. The left pipe, however, would not 
clear the steering box if the regular 
outlet in the manifold was used. The 
flanged outlet was cut off and the open- 
ing sealed. A new outlet was made 
farther forward on the manifold. 


Older Buick is readied for ‘56 engine by 
installation of ‘56 Dynafiow, torque ball and 
U-joint. The ‘52 gearbox cooler was retained. 








BUICK 


All that remained to be done before 
starting the mill was to replace the 
radiator and hoses. Before this was 
done, the old core was cleaned and the 
old upper hose elbow, which was 
mounted on the left side of the core 
was cut off and the hole sealed. A new 
hole was made on the right side of the 
core to match the ’56 engine’s upper 
water outlet. 

When the mill was fired up and timed 
in it ticked over at 450 rpm and when 
given the needle howled right on up 
through the range. Though still too 
new to feel its full potential there was 
no doubt in either Miller’s or Schnell’s 
mind that they really had the right 
combo. @ 
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Only major modification to car was removing 
"52 steering, installing ‘55 box and linkage 
Brake cylinder was moved ahead %” on frame. 
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eet use dictated Stromberg 
4-barrei carb. Ignition is a 
Spalding featuring Mitchell 
Hi-Q coils. Despite the car's 
over-two-ton weight, it can 


ger engines or lighter bodies. 























F ERIC BRACHER’S ’56 Chevy 
hardtop were parked among other 
cars on a lot, Joe Average wouldn’t 
give it a second look. Yet this car is a 
doll to those in the know — witness the 
*57 winner of the Crown Grand Na- 
tional Award at the Oakland (Calif.) 
Roadster Show, for the Car Con- 
tributing The Most To The Automo- 
tive Industry. 

Earlier, as a 40 Merc owner, Eric 
studied customizing by reading mag- 
azines and taking membership in a 
local auto club. In ’56, having risen 
to top position in the club, he bought 
the Chevy with the idea of embodying 


Neat reer deck was siripped of hardware 
and Buick handles placed near ends of the 
molded contour lines. Exhaust from full 
race Corvette engine exits through fiat tips. 


his conception of the original mean- 
ing of the word “custom” as applied 
to automobiles. The result, he decided, 
must be simple and functional —an 
automobile which would look and per- 
form like a factory model yet possess 
an air of originality and distinction 
in styling without going hog-wild. 
Thus the car was sent to the ABC 
upholstery shop for a changeover to 
gold and. white Naugahyde plus a 
tonneau cover for the rear seat. 
Outside, Wilhelm Custom of San 
Jose dropped the front A-arms 4 
inches and installed blocks aft for 
that “long, low look.” Next came 
power seats and trunk lift, 56 Buick 
deck handles and an Autronic eye. 
Through-tip exhausts and juice door 
latches which are tripped by pressing 
the rear window moldings were added. 
For sheer looks, ’57 Pontiac Star Chief 
side trim was added and the taillights 
frenched and tunneled to accommodate 
’57 Packard lenses complete with rims. 
Both the head and taillight rims, inci- 
dentally, were 14-K plated. ’54 Chrys- 
ler hubcaps grace the wheels and the 
finished car rolled onto the streets 
glistening beneath its many coats of 
2-tone pearlescent grey and gold. 
How does it strike the fans? Out 
of the shop two months, it took four 
top trophies against sharp competi- 
tion and is still open to challenge. If 
glory means anything, Eric wins. © 
ROD & CUSTOM 
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Conservative styling in good 
taste helped owner Bracher cop four 
frst place trophies at shows this 
yeor. Peaked hood leads eye to 
grille which shows sparing use of 
stock bars. Two-tone colors are 
grey and gold. Car looks stock. 


BY GEORGE BURNLEY 


Even the seats underwent skill- 
ful changes. Coverings are now 
Navgahyde and Rayon in colors 
complimentary to exterior paint. 
Deep-pile grey carpets are under- 
foot. Most removable moldings have 
been chromed to brighten the car's 
interior. Electric doors, trunk, seal 
and antenna operate from console. 


Owner Bracher wanted a com- 
pletely practical custom, one which 
might have emanated from Detroit. 
Care in choosing modifications, treat- 
ments and colors resulted in inex- 
pensive changes, yet winning car. 
Four first places have been taken. 
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Imagine the state of the auto indus- 
try if no one had invented the wheel. 
Parking lots would be filled with wheel- 
less cars unable to move. Roads would 
be crowded with vehicles fitted with 
tracks, rollers or even feet. And for 
the latter there would be a variety of 
shoes offered by accessory manufac- 
turers; spats for an evening in town, 
boots for trips to the country and track 
shoes for draggin’. The hubcap indus- 


try would have nothing upon which to 
put their wares. Happily, though, such 
is not the case and we are faced with 
the prospect of hupcapping nearly two 
hundred million wheels. Of course, the 
various manufacturers do their bit 
toward this end, but it is up to the en- 
thusiasts to provide wheel covers which 
are not of a cookie-mold sameness. 

But all is not as bad as it seems — 
there’s still hope. Leading auto acces- 


hubcap 





1), "56 Ford hubcap and the spinner, blades and attaching parts. 
2), Cap is measured across at right angles to find exact center. 
3), Mark is center-punched, then Y-inch hole drilled. 4), Nut is 
inserted behind bracket fastened to the spinner. 5), Stud is inserted 
and lock-nut added to securely hold it. Make certain that studs 
will clear the front wheel spindles. 6), Large-crea washer will 
hold spinner stud after nut is securely tightened. 7), On caps with 
all-plastic centers, it will be necessary to use a metal strap for 
support of the spinner. 8), Last step, of course, is to install hubcap. 
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sory stores carry the California Custom 
line of hubcaps, spinners and blades 
from which enthusiasts can assemble 
an infinite variety of unusual designs, 
limited only by thejr imaginations, for 
a nominal fee, Price-wise; plain caps 
(to which can be attached the afore- 
mentioned blades, etc.) are available 
for from $9.95 to $12.95. The blades 
average 75¢ each and the varying- 
depth spinners run from $3.95 to $14.95 


per set. Besides all this, pot lids have 
been successfully employed as wheel 
covers, so have plowdises and even 
grease cups. Too, varying quantities of 
chrome, paint, dye and anodizing (for 
aluminum) can be used for that “extra 
sumpin’”. So, starting off with a half- 
hour how-to-do-it to show you the ins 
and outs of hubcap building, here is the 
wildest collection of wheels and wheel 
covers to be assembled on these pages: 





























Ihubcaps-the iat 


This Ford uses the Olds accessory cap with 
the bumper guard bullet from a late Buick. 


Protruding bullet, instalied on Kalinar cap, 
is the extreme end of an old-style headlight. 


> orn ’ 


Deluxe Ford accessory spoked cap has, as its 
center, the grille end from the 1951 Ford. 
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est and fsreatest 


Barris-Built cusiom boasts crest atop Raynor 
3-blade spinner mounted on a ‘53 Stude cap. 


Don Hensel reversed these cut-down wheels, 
chromed them, and uses plain Mercury hubcap. 


Reversed, chromed Buick wheels on '32 Deuce 
pickup gives deep-set appearance to Merc cap. 
AUGUST, 1957 











An example of inventiveness; "55 Buick cap 
with center from a ‘51 Ford grille bomb. 


Wheels of a ‘49 Stude are all but covered” 
by "56 Chevy cap with a 2-bladed spinner 








14” wheel on ‘49 Ford with Chrysler cops, 
and Cal Custom bullets, anodized in gold. 





Peeking from beneath fender of a Bailon car 
is a ‘56 Merc hubcap dyed a vivid bive shade. 


& 


Clean look is given by using plain Olds cap, 
shallow bullet and only two simple blades. 


Moon Automoiive’s “Booneville discs” find 
their way on customs! This one is polished. 
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~ Restyled 


TKE MANY another custom shop 
owner, Darryl] Starbird set his em- 
ployees to work on a “personal” car 
during idle hours at his Star Kustom 
Shop in Wichita, Kansas, The result 
would not only give Darryl a rolling 
example of his shop’s craftsmanship, 





but would provide him with a unique 
car as is only befitting a body man. 
Darryl selected a 1947 Cadillac as 
the basis for the restyling job he had 
in mind, knowing imitators would not 
pounce upon his innovations since this 
model Cadillac is seldom reworked. 


7 


ey 


Photos by Spence 


Open decor policy is based 
on electricity; button, as shown, 
is neatly recessed into the 
sole chrome strip on the 
car — the fender protector. 


Clese quarters inside large 
Cadillac is lined with black 
and white naugahyde. Seating 
is limited in front with big 
console beneath padded dash. 
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The classic Cad grille was left 
pretty much alone, but hood decora- 
tions were yanked. The '55 Chevy 
offered interesting headlight rims, Dar- 
ryl felt, so the front fenders were re- 
worked to receive them. Non-frenched 
but shaded lights, then, resulted. 

Virtually all of the exterior trim was 
relegated to the city dump, save the 
protective fender molding, including 
deck and door handles. 

A couple of taillight lenses from a 
50 Olds were set atop the rear fenders 
without benefit of a surrounding rim 
thus rendering them nearly invisible 
except when lighted. 

Wichita’s Frank Turner was given 
the interior upholstering job which he 
deftly installed using black and white 





Naugahyde rolled and pleated. A con- 
sole was built beneath the dash which 
houses the radio, ash tray and numer- 
ous switches. Both it and the dash were 
padded with the identical Naugahyde 
described above. 

Many, many coats of black lacquer — 


Big 
model Cad. Solidly chromed and with 
side tires, contrast is made with black 


trim. 
Taillight lenses are ‘50 Olds 
scarcely visible atop fenders. 


attesting to the fine metal work — were 
sprayed over the Cad, and a set of wire 
wheels and an extensive lowering 
operation set the car down where 
Darry] felt it belonged. 

Still the Standard of the World—but 
restyled. @ 


poesasss of pickups for both 
hot rodding and customizing bait 
has at last encompassed the country, 
with the last hold-out being smack dab 
in the middle of the country. Yep, Kan- 
sas has at last been invaded by the 
good looking, ever-practical hauler; 
evidenced here by Bill. Watson’s ’34. 
From an appearance standpoint, 
though, little remains as Henry in- 
tended, for the entire bed and hood 
were formed from sheet metal. But the 
chassis is as original as it can be in 
this day of the large ohv V8 engine. 
Yep, the flathead was removed to make 
way for a ’53 Olds with later, higher 
compression heads, a Herbert roller 
cam and an Edelbrock manifold topped 
off with four 97 Stromberg carbs. An 
11” Ford clutch, gripping an 11-pound 
aluminum flywheel, transmits the 
forces to a °'39 Ford floorshift box, 
thence to a locked ’40 rcarend. Drag- 


ging, of course, is the hauler’s prime } 


use but the streets of Ogden may yet 
see the dark purple %-ton. 

The squarish body came in for some 
radical changing which dropped its 
overall height a full ten inches; six of 


it from the channeling job and the 
remaining four from the top. Since 
acceleration runs are the car’s first 
consideration, the original bed was laid 
aside and a new one fabricated from 
light sheet with a thin plywood floor. 

Owner Watson and friends Cowan 
and McDowell were responsible for the 
workmanship involved, none of whom 
had had any previous experience in car 
building. Planning and forethought, 
then, played an important role in the 
culmination of this project and when 
mid-Kansas finally gets its drag strip 
it will be seen that the power-to-go was 
added as well. © 





Blasting from one of two giant headpipes, 
exhaust from stock-bore-and-stroke Olds 
proclaims warning to competitive drag-ites. 
Enlarged ports, Herbert roller cam, four-pot 
manifold, Jahns pistons and 11 pound flywheel 
give this neat little 1934 pickup its pickup. 


Sitting still or under way, channeled haviler 
is credit to builder Watson and helpful side- 
kicks, none of whom had previous experience 
Handmade, lightweight bed is dutifully 
covered with torp securely fastened by side- 
mounted snaps. Car's name is “Wee Willy”. 
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The Rat 


SEE FROM my notebook that it 

was late in May, 1957, shortly 
before my departure for Indianapolis, 
that my attention was drawn to that 
curious affair, since termed “The Rolls 
Royce Case” which involved one of the 
most revered names in British auto- 
motive building. Even at this date, 
Sherlock Henning has urged me to 
spare no pains to conceal the real 
identity of the personage concerned 
and in my recital of the events, I shall 
certainly do my best to observe his 
wishes in the matter. Indeed, I am as 
sensitive as he owing to the fact that 
due to the many cases we have been 
connected with, we know many strange 
secrets which, if they become known, 
could only arouse amazement. 


Rockin 
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I recall that it was a gloomy spring » 
than a hint of %} ; 
smog in the air when I was first intro- _ 


evening with more 


duced to the adventure which forms 


the subject for this narrative. I was ~ | 


on my way to our modest apartment 
in the Hollywood Hills from a meeting 
of the Automotive Engineer’s Society 
when I became aware that I was being 
followed by a chopped and channeled 
Deuce 3-window. As I stopped at a 
signal, the ’82 drew alongside and 
the passenger, a youth in his teens 


wearing a Bardahl jacket, leaned out - 


of the car, as best he could through a 
9” window, and 
“Tell Henning that they’re out to 
show him up. They’re re-styling a 
Rolls Royce!” 











whispered hoarsely, | 
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And, with that cryptic remark, the 
coupe sped away laying twin streaks 
of black on the misty pavement. 

I dropped the Roadster into gear 
end set out in pursuit to try to extract 
more data from my unknown inform- 
ant, but having been taken by sur- 
prise, the coupe had a considerable 
edge and disappeared around a bend 


message imparted 
the '82; to which Henning raised his 
eyebrows. 

“This is most curious,” said he, “as 
you well know, I was approached to 
completely restyle a Rolls for a pub- 
licity-seeking movie star and turned 
the job down cold.” 

“Who could be dastardly enough to 
attempt such a thing?” I asked. “Why, 
the thought makes me shudder.” 

Henning chuckled. “Don’t be naive, 
Ritch, there are those to whom noth- 
ing is sacred . . . and then, there are 
others who would execute such a task 
merely to gain notoriety.” 

“Such as your old friends the Barry 

(Continued) 
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Brothers, eh?” I mused. 

“Don’t leap at conclusions, my 
friend,” Henning gathered up his air- 
brush and coiled the hose, “it takes 
two to make a bargain, you know. I 
feel the best way to resolve this would 
be to seek out the owner of the Rolls 
rather than to accuse every body shop 
in town.” 

So, began the search for the re- 
styled Rolls. 

Nothing happened at first and it 
seemed that we were up against a 
blank wall. None of our contacts with 
Rolls owners proved fruitful and, even 
though we followed a list (supplied 
by the distributor) of those cars lately 
sold to the newly-rich and TV per- 
sonalities, we could account for no 
Rolls not in pristine condition. Even 
our movie-actor would-be-customer 
had gone-no farther than having his 
Silver Dawn striped. 

Our inability to discover even a clue 
to the whereabouts of a butchered 
body seemed to have a telling effect 
on the placid nature of my friend the 
‘famous stylist and Henning became 
moodier and moodier. At length I was 
moved to venture the opinion that per- 
haps there was no such action after 
all, and that the whispered warning 
had only been in the nature of a joke. 

“Nonesense, Ritch,” the great man 
snorted, “it would be a pointless joke, 
and besides,” he added cryptically, 
“there are other projects afoot.” 

He would say no more in spite of my 
persistent questioning. 

The denouement to the strange case 
began late the following evening when 
our butler entered the library to an- 
nounce a visitor. 
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ROCKIN ROLLS Ret 


but drawing at right shows sharpening of 
the lines, reduction of height after radical 
modifications. Chrome trim and door handles 
were removed in accordance with present 
California Custom practice for “clean” look. 


“He wouldn’t give his name, gentle- 
men, but said he had a message for 
Henning and Ritch.” 

“Show him in, Arbib, and count 
the silverware after he goes,” I said. 

The visitor, a young man in his 
early twenties, came straight to the 
point. 

“I know where there’s a chopped 
and channelled Rolls Royce you guys 
might like to write about for the 
magazine.” 

“Oh, yes?” Henning said softly, 
“and how long have you been working 
on it?” 

The young man drew back with a 
start. “Whaddya mean? I didn’t say 
I was doing the job.” 

“You didn’t have to. I see-by the 
callouses on the inside of your thumb 
and forefinger that you are the con- 
stant user of a torch lighter. Not only 
that, but the outsides of your shoes 
are quite scuffed, indicating that you 
sit crosslegged on the floor...a posi- 
tion maintained only by bodymen and 
tailors, and you are obviously not a 
tailor.” 

“OK,” he grunted, “you got me. I 
was afraid you’d recognize me from 
the Motorama anyway. I had the 
stretched Cadillac.” 

“Of course!” Henning exclaimed, “I 
am a dunce. Only a person who would 
add length to an oversize car would 
chop a Rolls. I should have gone to 
your shop in the first place. But tell 
me, whose property is this car?” 

The bodyshop operator mentioned a 
name well known in _ international 
circles and which explained why we 
had not been able to gain a lead 
through recent Rolls Royce sales... 


Rolis Royce, at left, is as stock as they come 
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the owner had purchased the vehicle 
in England and brought it into the 
country himself. It developed that this 
person had contacted the customizer 
about installing a rather elaborate 
buffet lunch service in the trunk (or 
“boot” as it is known in Britain) for 
use at Sports Car races and the eager 
shop man had sold him on the restyl- 
ing operation. 

“There’s more to it than your want- 
ing us to do an article on your job,” 
Henning accused, “so, out with it, 
what’s your problem?” 

“All right, I'll tell you. I’ve got this 
limey barge cut in half and it’s a 
mess.” 

“And you thought to appeal to our 
egos when we visited your garage s0 
that we would help you out of your 
dilemma,” I said. 

“OK, I’m stuck, and you guys are 
probably the only ones who can help 
me out, so I figured you’d volunteer a 
little advice, you know.” 

“We know.” Henning got out of his 
lounge chair, turned off the Hi-Fi and 
reached for his Barhdal jacket, mo- 


go have a look at this crime which 
has been perpetrated.” 

The shop was one of those typical 
places out in the San Fernando Valley 
in a half industrial, half residential 
neighborhood and _ indistinguishable 
from a hundred others except in the 
quality of work turned out. As the 
owner unlocked the door and we 
entered, I almost tripped on a pile of 
lead sticks tossed carelessly on the 
floor. 

“I don’t like the look of this, Hen- 
ning,” I growled. 

“Nor I,” he whispered, “that’s a 
year’s supply of body lead for a good 
shop in the one pile.” 

As we approached the butchered 
Rolls, I could understand the body 
man’s panic. It was, indeed, a mess. 
Stripped, scorched and unkempt, it 
resembled nothing less than the 
$12,000 machine it was. A six inch 
strip had been taken out of the side 
and the top dropped down on the rear 
fenders giving it the appearance of a 
crestfallen eagle. 

(Continued) 
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THE RARE, ROCKIN’ ROLLS ROYCE 
continued 
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here is valley custom shop's thunderbird license solution 


ANDING OUR driver’s license 

‘through the window to the tall, 
dark-glassed, motorcycle officer who 
had motioned us curbward, we began 
to go into the usual song-and-dance 
of, “Gosh, I guess I didn’t think I was 
going that fast,” when it penetrated 
that he had said something about a 
license plate. Quickly changing our 
tune and step to fit the occasion, we 
came up with, “Well now, that got 
banged up when a fella backed into 
me, so I took it off. Couldn’t read it, 
anyway!” 

The fact is, many of us have left 
off that front license tab, feeling that 
it detracted from our new custom 
grille, or, perhaps, blocked off too 
much of the vitally necessary, cool 
air needed for the big ohv screamer 
we were just breaking in. 
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True, Detroit did little toward pro- 
viding a satisfactory place to har 
the plate, and with cars getting lower, 
little space remains to dangle th 
digits without getting in the way a 
air coming in or light going out fror 
one of the many’ bulbs curren 
adorning the prow of today’s yacht. 


But the law demands, and we must 
obey or pay—so let’s see what’s wh 


Ford’s Thunderbird isa good 
example of a problem with no solution 
in sight. A trip to Valley Custom Shog 
in Burbank, California, found Clayto: 
Jensen and Neil Emory working on a 
Dearborn Seldom-Sports car. The 
efforts shown are not limited to the 
"Birds alone, so with a little imagina- 
tion they can be adapted to your own 
personal rig. @ 


With center section out, bumper becomes. a Bar stock of %” or %” diameter, depending 
flimsy affair, necessitating the fabrication and on preference, is bent to desired shape which 
mounting of new supports. Old bumper irons will afford best protection of the grille. The 
may be used, available from nearby junky. tabs cre clamped to bumper and gvords are 
Weld to front tube, bolt in existing holes. arced in place assuring proper alignment. 


40 ROD & CUSTOM 








in a show-how for 


. - - and some guards for the grille 


T’bird bumper center is located and marked 
on strip of masking tape. Width of the license 
plate guard is determined and lines scribed 
on tape placed equidistant from bumper center. 
Large grille guards have already been removed. 


Welds are pecked to remove slag and to be 
wre that no holes exist which will show up 
when guards are filed smooth. Holes are drilled 
in tabs corresponding to old guard mounts, filed 


square to hold bolt, thus easing installation. 
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Hacksaw was used to neatly remove area between 
lines. Sawing may seem tedious effort to those 
who feel more proficient with a cutting torch, 
but time saved in grinding and filing will 
compensate. Chrome is not discolored, either. 


Desired shape of plate bracket is predetermined 
on cardboard, then transferred to 3/16” thick 
sheet stock. Torch man may take over here, 
but necessary grinding follows to gel exact 
shape. A number of varieties are possible. 
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Bracket corners are heated prior to forming. 
Appearance can be made or broken by observ- 
ing or neglecting to do that “extra something” 
that makes it apporent that core was taken and 
job not hastily flung together as is often done. 


Neil 


Emory, co-proprietor of Valley Custom 
Shop, sights along bar before securing it to 
shield. Accuracy here is important or all the 
foregoing efforts are wasted. Famous shop is 
noted for fine finish of detail work like this. 


Az 








Two ball peen hammers care used to soften 
appecrance and avoid sheet metal shop look. 
License guard takes on feel of factory stamping. 
A number of ‘Birds have been given this 
interesting treatment with very pleasing results. 


Arc welder again comes to 

cre fired along length of 

and picte. Tacking at first prevents heat 
warping metal ovt of alignment. Gap is 
solidly fused and careful use of file follo 
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Same size bar stock as that used for the grille 
guards is bent up to form the leading edge of 
the license plate shield. The frame itself serves 
as a jig during the forming operation, assuring 
perfect match of all of the components. 


photos/lynn 


Chrome plating and mounting of the pieces 
precede the big day when first street appear- 
ance is made. Other ‘Bird owners were quick 
to inquire “How? Where? Who? and How 
much?" Job runs about $75 with plating. 
Front end of Ford, or any car, assumes lighter, 
cleaner look with elimination of massive 
parts, and license tag will stay straight. 
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Here’s how you can double the horsepower in your “A bone”. 


Drawings by Rex Burnett 


Front engine-mount brackets for 
pre-1949 Ford V8 and Mercury engines 
were made in several widths and types. 
Those used in 1932 consisted of two L- 
shaped arms which bolted to the front 
of the block and extended forward to 
the front crossmember. They are not 
too adaptable to Model A _ chassis. 
Brackets used during the years 1933 
through 1936 were combination water 
inlets and engine-mounts. They, too, 
bolted to the front of the cylinder 
block, but instead of extending for- 
ward, they extended out from the sides 
of the block. These later brackets were 
made in different types, the variation 
between types being in their length, 
the height of the mounting pad.on the 
bracket in relation to the centerline of 
the crankshaft, and the angle of the 
water outlet. The brackets are inter- 
changeable between blocks; any 1932 
through 1936 bracket can be used on 
any 1932 through 1936 engine block. 
Brackets for 1937 through 1948 en- 
gines are part of the water pump cast- 
ing. They are longer than earlier 
brackets. The distance between their 
mounting pads is the same, regardless 
of the year they were used. 

Ford V8 and Mercury engines of 
1949 and later vintage can be installed 
in a Model A chassis in the same man- 
ner as earlier engines by using truck 
or industrial water pumps, crankshaft 
and generator pulleys, and flywheel 
housing. Either a 1949 or ’50 Mercury 
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flywheel housing can also be used as 
they are the same as Ford industrial 
and truck housings. The truck and 
industrial water pumps and 1937 
through 1948 water pumps have iden- 
tical engine-mount brackets. The fly- 
wheel housings listed will fit Ford V8 
transmissions from 1032 to ’48, inclu- 
sive, and Mercury transmissions from 
1939 to 1950, inclusive. 

As with rear engine-mount plates, 
the frame in which the engine is to be 
used determines which front engine 
brackets must be used. But, when the 
engine is being installed in a Model A 
chassis, the engine bracket for which 
it will prove to be most convenient to 
provide a frame support can be used. 
The distance between the rails of 
Model A frames is such that supports 
for all but 1932 engine brackets can 
easily be provided by welding or bolt- 
ing pieces of flat or angle steel to the 
inside of the rails in such a manner 
that they extend toward the center of 
the chassis. Exceptionally heavy ma- 
terial — %, of an inch flat stock being 
more than adequate—is not necessary 
for the supports if each one is re 
inforced with a pair of gusset plates. 
For correct installation of the front 
engine-mount bolt and insulator assem- 
bly, the supports must be large enough 
in area to accommodate the rubber in- 
sulator pads, and a hole, 1% inches in 
diameter, must be cut in each support 
with its center in line with the center 
of the slot in the engine bracket. 
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The length of the supports and their 
height in relation to the frame rails 
depend on the model of engine brack- 
ets being used. They should be so lo- 
cated that when the engine is installed, 
with the rubber insulators in place, 
the center of the front end of the 
crankshaft is midway between the 
rails and approximately 1% inches 
higher, when measured from a level 
floor, than the center of the universal 
joint housing. The height of the engine 
should be measured with the full 
weight of the engine, body, etc., on the 
is springs. 





The V8 engine-mount insulator and 
bolt assembly is designed to eliminate 
metal to metal contact between the 
engine and frame. It consists of two 
rubber insulators, a special bolt, a 
large flanged washer, two flat washers, 
and a castellated nut. The order of 
assembly is as follows: first, the large 
flanged washer is placed on the frame 
support with the flange on its inner 
diameter in the hole in the support; 
second, the larger of the two rubber 
insulators is placed on the flanged 
washer with its smaller diameter up; 
(Continued) 


Three types of engine mount support plates welded to frame roils. Heights vary in relation to 


the rails for various conditions. Gussets add strength and assist in distribution of the load. 





third, the larger of the two flat wash- 
ers is placed on top of the insulator; 
fourth, the engine bracket is lowered 
onto the steel washer; fifth, the bolt is 
inserted in the hole in the smaller rub- 
ber insulator so its head is next to the 
larger diameter of the insulator ; sixth, 
the bolt is inserted through the frame 
support, flanged washer, larger insu- 
lator, flat washer, and engine bracket 
so the smaller insulator and the head 
of the bolt are below the frame sup- 
port —the shoulder on the lower in- 
sulator must enter the hole in the 
flanged washer; seventh, the smaller 
flat washer is placed over the threaded 
portion of the bolt; eighth, the cas- 
tellated nut is tightened on the bolt 
and locked with a cotter pin. 

Before the engine can be installed 
in the chassis, the vertical flange on 
the rear edge of the stock Model A 
front crossmember and part of the flat 
portion of the member will have to be 
cut away to provide clearance for the 
crankshaft pulley. The amount of 
Material it will be necessary to remove 
from the flat portion of the member 
will depend on the type of pulley being 
used and whether the engine has a long 
or short crankshaft. If the stock Model 
A center crossmember was left in the 
frame, it will be necessary to cut part 
of it away to provide clearance for the 
torque tube. The extent of this altera- 
tion will depend on the height of the 
torque tube in relation to the frame 
rails, as determined by the rear engine 
mount. 
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Left (above), correctly installed radius rod 
ball joint stud. Tightening the nut tightens 
the taper. Right, incérrectly installed ball 
joint stud cannot be tightened properly. 





A popular method of strapping radius rods 
to frame rails. Note that a washer has been 
welded to bracket to allow for hole depth. 













































us rod 
tightens 
d ball 
roperly. 


us rods 
as been 
- depth. 


. construction and body restoration. 
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It will also be necessary to provide 
a recess in the firewall, approximately 
2% inches deep by 10 inches wide at 
the bottom of the wall and tapering to 
two or three inches wide at the flange 
below the gas tank, to prevent inter- 
ference between the firewall and the 
rear of the engine block. The recess 
should be in the middle of the firewall 
and can become progressively shallow- 
er as it nears the gas tank flange. The 
depth required at the top of the recess 
will depend on the breather pipe and 
cap used on the fuel pump stand. Some 
fellows cut the pipe on an angle just 
above the stand and weld it back to- 
gether so it faces away from the fire- 
wall on an angle. This permits the use 
of a standard breather cap and also 
facilitates pouring oil into the crank- 
case. The pipe should be removed from 
the stand before the welding operation 
to eliminate the possibility of melting 
the stand. 

A Model A steering gear assembly 
interferes quite drastically with a V8 
engine. The gear box is in the way of 
the left exhaust manifold and if spe- 
cial heads are used, the column jacket 
is in the way of the left cylinder head. 
The assembly definitely must be moved 
or the engine cannot be installed. This 
problem has been solved in several 
ways with both good and bad results. 
Four. methods seem to be the most 
popular. One of these involves build- 
ing a box on the side of the frame so 

















Though it sits on ‘32 rails, this 
dst theless typifies neat 





Note use of full-width dash panel. 


Drawing at left shows two methods 
of strapping radius rods. At far 
left is shown proper method for 
mounting rod directly to frame 
with inner plate added for thick- 
ness. To the right is incorrect 
method since the radius. rod is 
not free to twist as the wheels 
undulate over uneven road surface. 





the steering gear can be moved to the - 
left sufficiently to provide clearance. 
Another requires a steering gear of a 
flatter, more compact type which can 
be mounted either on top of the frame 
rail or above the rail on a bracket 
bolted or welded to the outer edge of 
the frame. Still another method con- 
sists of shortening the steering gear 
cross-shaft housing and notching the 
rail flanges so the gear case can be 
moved closer to the outside edge of the 
rail. The fourth method, and the one 
which I prefer, is perhaps the simplest 
of all. The steering gear is left un- 
altered but is moved toward the rear 
of the car far enough to clear the rear 
of the engine block. New mounting and 
cross-shaft holes are drilled in the rail 
in the correct position and the gear 
bolted in place. The drag link must be 
lengthened the amount the gear is 
moved, or a new one made, and the 
angle of the column bracket changed 
slightly, but these are comparatively 
simple tasks. Relocating the steering 
gear in this manner and using the 
original column bracket changes the 
position of the steering wheel; the side 
next to the driver is raised, the oppo- 
site side is lowered, and the center of 
the wheel is moved slightly closer to 
the dash. Spacers of various lengths 
are available for installation between 
the steering gear and its bracket to 
change the wheel position. 
(Continued) 
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Example of typical belly-band construction permitting use of the stock Ford wishbone setup. 
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Any good radiator repair man can 
convert a Model A radiator core to 
accommodate a V8 engine by changing 
the hose fittings on its tanks,* but 
whether or not a Model A radiator will 
have sufficient capacity to cool the V8 
engine depends on the type of driving 
one plans to do. The Model A radiator 
capacity can be increased by installing 
a larger expansion tank on the top of 
the car, A 1932 V8 radiator and shell 
assembly can be installed by making 
minor alterations to the lower end of 
the shell. This change not only in- 
creases the radiator capacity and elim- 
inates the necessity of altering the 
Model A core, but also improves the 
appearance of the car. The stock Model 
A hood can be used with the ’32 shell. 


The radiator hoses necessary for an 
A-V8 depend on the year of the engine 
and the angle of its water inlets. The 
year of the engine determines the posi- 
tion of its water outlets—V8s through 
1936 had water outlets at the front of 
the block, 1937 through 1948 engines 
had outlets in the heads midway be- 
tween the ends of the cylinder banks, 
and 1949 and later engines have out- 
lets at the front of the cylinder heads. 
When stock hoses will not fit a par- 
ticular application, flexible hoses now 
available from most parts stores sim- 
plify the problem. They are made in 
various lengths and sizes and some are 
tapered, providing a large diameter at 
one end and a smaller diameter at the 
other end. The tapered hoses are espe- 
cially valuable when a 1949 or later 
engine—with its small water outlets— 
is used with an earlier type radiator. 
If flexible hoses are not available, com- 
posite hoses can be made by connect- 
ing suitable ends of stock hoses with 
lengths of steel or brass tubing held 
in place with hose clamps. 

The Model A ignition switch and 
primary wiring will have to be altered 
somewhat for the V8 coil and distribu- 
tor set-up. A universal type key switch 
can be used in place of the Model A 


‘switch to simplify the wiring but if 


the Model A switch is used, the flex- 
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ible steel conduit attached to it should 
be removed as it will be of no value 
in the V8 circuit, I believe, for the 
most satisfactory results, the easiest 
way to wire the new circuit would be 
to remove all the Model A primary 
wiring and start from scratch. The 
new circuit is comparatively simple 
and requires only a wire from the cold 
side of the ammeter to the ignition 
switch, another from the opposite ter- 
minal of the switch to a resistor, and, 
unless the resistor is mounted on the 
ignition coil, another wire from the 
resistor to the coil. If other than a dis- 
tributor mounted coil is used, an addi- 
tional wire must be installed to con- 
nect the distributor terminal of the 
coil with the primary terminal on the 
distributor. 

The resistor is a safety device used 
with all V8 coils made prior to 1949 to 
reduce the amperage flow in the pri- 
mary circuit at low engine speeds, and 
when the engine is not running and 
the ignition switch is on. They are 
available from Ford product dealers 
with or without an insulated base. The 
base is necessary if-the resistor is to 
be mounted on the firewall or some 
other metal surface. A resistor with- 
out a base can be mounted on the coil 
by simply connecting one of its legs to 
the coil battery terminal and the wire 
from the ignition switch to its other 
leg. Regardless of how or where it is 
mounted, the resistor’s position in the 
circuit must be between the ignition 
switch and the battery side of the coil. 

Changes in the generator wiring will 
be dependent on the type of generator 
used, Early V8 three-brush generators 
with the relay mounted on the gener- 
ator case are wired in the same man- 
ner as Model A generators —a single 
wire connects the relay with the cold 
side of the ammeter. Two-brush V8 
generators require a combination volt- 
age-amperage regulator and relay unit 
which is usually mounted on the fire- 
wall. At least two wires are necessary 
between a two-brush generator and its 
regulator, and sometimes three are 

(Continued) 
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used. One of the wires connects the 
armature terminal on the rear of the 
generator with the armature terminal 
on the regulator, and another connects 
the field terminal on the side of the 
generator with the field terminal on 
the regulator. When used, the third 
wire connects the ground terminal on 
the generator with the ground ter- 
minal on the regulator. Quite often the 
ground wire is not used; the circuit be- 
tween the generator and the regulator 
is completed through the engine, 
frame, and body of the car. The bat- 
tery terminal of the regulator must be 
connected to the cold side of the am- 
meter to complete the circuit. 

Two-brush generators have high 
ampere output ratings and therefore 
a large conductor must be used be- 
tween the generator and the battery. 
This part of the circuit, which includes 
the wire between the armature ter- 
minals on the generator and regulator, 
the wire between the regulator and 
the ammeter, and the wire between the 
ammeter and the battery, or battery 
cable, should be of number 10 wire. 
The field and ground wires can be of 
smaller size— number 14 being ade- 
quate for the field circuit, and number 
12 for the ground. 

The starter switch problem presents 
little difficulty. A V8 starter solenoid 
ean easily be mounted on the firewall 
within reach of the battery and starter 
cables. The cable from the negative 
post of the battery should be con- 
nected to the battery terminal of the 
solenoid and the cable from the starter 
connected to the opposite solenoid ter- 
minal. The starting circuit is com- 
pleted by running a wire from a 
grounded push-button on the dash to 
the small terminal on the front of the 
solenoid. The hot wire to the ammeter 
is generally connected to the battery 
terminal of the solenoid 

It might be advisable at this point to 
mention the purpose of engine and body 
ground straps for the information of 
those who are not familiar with their 
use. Engine and body ground straps 
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are short, woven copper straps similar 
to battery ground straps. They are 
used to complete the electrical connec- 
tions between the frame, body and 
engine and are made necessary by the 
use of non-conducting engine mount 
pads, shackles, and body mount in- 
sulators. If the battery ground termi- 
nal is connected to the frame, the 
engine and body should also be cor- 
nected to the frame with ground 
straps so electrical devices mounted 
on the engine and body will have an 
uninterrupted return path to the bat- 
tery. As long as the engine, body, and 
frame are interconnected with ground 
straps, electrical devices properly 
mounted on any part of the automobile 
will have an efficient ground regard- 
less of to which part of the car the 
battery ground cable is connected. 

Rather than adapt the Model A 
throttle pedal and linkage to the V8 
carburetor setup, an early model V8 
pedal and linkage assembly is usually 
remodeled to fit the Model A firewall. 
The pedal brackets are bolted to the 
inside of the firewall, placing the 
levers inside the cab, and a hole iz 
drilled in the firewall for the throttle. 

Because Ford engineers did not 
deem oil pressure gauges necessary on 
their A-Models, one will have to be 
mounted at some convenient location 
in the cab. A gauge with a capacity of 
at least 80 pounds per square inch 
should be used. For safety’s sake, a 
flexible section should be inserted in 
the pressure line between the cylinder 
block and the body. Movement of the 
engine in relation to the body will 
sometimes cause a solid line — such as 
copper tubing — to eventually crack or 
break. Should this happen, the oil in 
the crankcase would be pumped out 
through the break and lost in a very 
short time. 

The V8 fuel pump should be con 
nected to the Model A fuel strainer 
with either a flexible line, or a solid 
line with a flexible section somewhere 
in its length. The solid portion of the 
line should be adequately supported 
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ground Here the problem has been solved 
ounted by exiting gasses through tips _ => 
ave an placed near edges of rear panel. 

he bat- 

ly, and to eliminate vibration and eventual 
ground L breakage along its length. Flexible 
operly fuel and oil lines made to order for 
mobile practically any application can be ob- 
regard- tained from most auto parts stores. 
var the The exhaust system for an A-V8 is 

ed generally tailor-made. Clearances for 


odel A exhaust pipes is limited but usually 
the V8 adequate after a few alterations have 
del V8 been made to the pipes themselves. The 
usually problems which will be encountered 
irewall. during the actual installation of the 
to the exhaust system will depend on whether 
ng the headers or manifolds are being used, 
hole is the type of center cross-member the 
hrottle. car has, if dual or single mufflers are 
lid not being installed, and many other fac- 
sary on tors. These problems can be solved 
e to be in the order in which they appear by 
location the application of a little ingenuity. 
acity of One recommendation I would like to 
re inch make to anyone contemplating build- 
sake, a ing an A-V8 is that they plan to install 
rted in hydraulic brakes at the same time 
cylinder they install the V8 engine. Perform- 
t of the ance of the rejuvenated A-bone is apt 
dy will to be more than a match for the stock 
such as mechanical binders. And, as we all 
crack or know, high performance without an 
e oil in adequate safety factor is the shortest 
ped out route to trouble, —— 
| a very So many variables and personal pre- 
‘ ferences enter into an engine change- Pedal problem 1? hard brake cylinder setup 
ore 





be con- over of this type that it is almost im- sidestepped by use of late Ford pendium 
strainer [ possible to set down precise, detailed pedals. Frame construction is eased ond the 
solid | instructions for the job. But, I believe  ockpit presenls © neater appearance than i 
newhere that anyone familiar with the func- ati eet : 
n of the § tions of the various parts of an auto- 
spported mobile will have little trouble. @ 
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BY GEORGE BURNLEY 


F YQU drove down a certain shady 
lane in Santa Clara, Calif., you'd 
ame lip gp hat codec hg 


strangers, is stored some of the hot- 
test draggin’ stuff to swipe trophies 
‘at Central California strips. 

All this because brothers Al and 
Louie Soto, owners of the car shown 
herewith, teamed up with other fans 
and purchased the real estate noted 
above. Now these fellows share tools, 
working space and ideas in a spacious 
garage away from home and free of 
such domestic disturbances as tele- 
phone answering and enforced baby 
sitting. It’s cheap, too, cause the boys 
have rented the corner house and 
apply the rent payments against the 
mo 

So — Al and Louie decided last year 
to fabricate a stormer which would go 
at the touch of the throttle, yet be a 
worthwhile salon piece if the occasion 
ever arose. 

A ’31 Austin body shell was dug up 


Ready and Willing, fully pre- 
pared for shows or goes. The 
body is a light "31 Austin 
straddling a 96” wheelbase 
chassis ‘which uses primarily 
Ford components. Steering is 
center-mounted Franklin ex- 


plaining high position of the 


Colorful go/show, draggin’ 
machine is a brilliant red. 


the rodder's pet, the tried-and-trve 
V8, has been doomed, the brothers 
i have nothing else. 24” driveshaft 
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and altered to straddle a double-tube 
chassis hung on Ford springs to a 96” 
wheelbase. Aft, from a 10-inch Schaef- 
fer flywheel which twists a Deuce 
box, a 24-inch driveshaft spins a pair 
of 8.20 x 15 Bruce slicks through a 
Halibrand q.c. rear end keyed to Ford 
axles which have been shortened by 
five full inches, 

Up front, a Franklin steering 
controls a pair of 5.50 x 15 skins re- 
tained hy ’40 Ford spindles. A hand- 
formed aluminum nose splits the 
breeze and a belly pan resists the 
untoward impingement of random 
sticks and stones from the roadway. 

Under the hood a 296 cu. in, Mere 
with Offy heads sports a set of Jahns 
pistons which travel 4%” within 3%” 
barrels. A Howard M-14 cam lifts the 
oversize valves. 

Fuel is squeezed in through 4 97’s 
perched atop a Sharpe manifold. Fire 
is induced by a H & C mag. 

And strips and shows alike have sent 
it home with many trophies. © 
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IHE MANY customized versions of 

the ’48 Ford coupe has proven with- 
out doubt that every conceivable altera- 
tion can be applied to this particular 
body style and still have it wind up 
with pleasing results. 

Doug Hines of Wilmington recog- 
nized the potential of his then-stock 
business coupe and immediately set to 
work. The hood, deck and fenders lost 
all chrome appointments as did the 
grille opening. The only portion of the 
grille retained was the upper bar 
which was frenched to the fenders. 
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Twenty-six convex chrome vertical 
bars now occupy the space left by re- 
moval of the stock unit. The taillights 
were repositioned in the small panel 
below the deck lid. Six-inch shackles 
fore and aft give Doug’s coupe the 
popular low look. 

The interior has been redone in red 
and white leatherette which provides 
a pleasing contrast for the refrigerator 
white paint. Doug reports that many 
heads turn in his direction as he drives 
down the busy streets of The Blue Hen 
Chicken State. © 
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UILFORD is the setting, where we 

find Galen Emery applying finish- 
ing touches to his customized ’50 Ford. 
the only one of its kind in that area. 
Being employed by a body shop assured 
Galen the use of the proper tools and 
plenty. of technical advice while the 
modifications were in process. 

The first trip around found the 
bumper uprights, hood and deck orna- 
ments and rear fender beading removed 
and all appropriate holes and seams 
filled and made solid. A dual exhaust 
system was installed and routed 
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through two flat-type bumper exhaust 
tips. Accessory skirts were modified to 
become functional air scoops and then 
attached in the accepted manner. Front 
end wise, a '48 Buick grille did the job 
nicely and later headlight rims were 
installed and painted to give a frenched 
effect. °56 Buick hubs and spinners 
cover the wheels while genuine red and 
white leather covers the seats. The ex- 
terior paint is Torch red and Colonial 
White enhanced by many fires burning 
around the various body openings in 
traditional flame styiing. © 
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'W OF those who study this car 
can identify it as originally being 
a 1940 Buick 4-door, and practically 
nobody can estimate within a thou- 
sand dollars the amount expended to 
bring it to its unique appearance. Let’s 
run through a description of it and 
gee if you can estimate the cost. 
Frank A. Boyle, owner, works at 
San Diego’s Convair Aircraft Corp., 
and customizing is his hobby, as be- 
comes obvious after looking at this 
car which he purchased in 1941. After 
putting many miles on the old work- 
horse, Frank decided to have a go at 
the engine instead of replacing it with 
something big and bent into a V. Hop 
up techniques used were .030” over- 
bore; .125” milled from the head; 
lightened flywheel; turbulator 
pistons; a °41 intake manifold and 
split exhaust manifold and, finally, a 
Scintilla Vertex magneto. For 
-~ cm} sake, everything in sight was 
First ‘body move was top chopping 
and installing a panoramic windshield 
—the rear glass from a Stude. Frank 
then conceived the idea of turning the 
car into a Coupe-DeVille resembling 
somewhat the Saoutchik Talbot-Lagos 
of pre-war France. To achieve the 


these cars, Frank had the top under- 
sealed and then applied many coats of 
top dressing. Back windows are cover- 
ed, of course, and the rear door is not 
readily noticed so the illusion of it 
being a coupe has been achieved. 

In the interests of simplicity, sliding 
glass windows were incorporated. The 
headliner was installed by S.D.’s Uni- 

(Continued on Page 64) 





BY O. C. RITCH 


The Bargain Buick, when viewed from the 
rear, has lost its ‘40 Buick identity completely. 
Removable panels above the rear doors 
are framed by Landav irons from ‘27 Cadil- 
lac. A spring loaded fiush-type spare swings 
down for access to gas filler pipe and trunk 
Grea. The cor is painted a bright bive. 


Safety glass panel slides forward from the 
femovable panel to enclose front cockpit. 
Top has been sprayed with underseal then 
| thoroughly painted with black top dressing. 
" Rear fender skirts (right) appear as part of 
| the fender itself, but chrome trim hides the 
) epper edge. Exhaust louvers are impressive. 


= ROD & CUSTOM © AUGUST, 1957 

















OST PEOPLE go to Salt Lake 

City to visit relatives, see the 
beautiful architectural achievements 
of the Mormons, or maybe to hunt and 
fish in the high-country of the Wa- 
satch range. Yes, most people remi- 
nisce over these items when Salt Lake 
City is mentioned, but not us. We think 
Sone the important role that Utah 

has played in giving the hot rodder a 


her product of 
mechanical proficiency. 

Utah has produced some very inter- 
esting machinery, too, so let’s take a 
look at Lou Waterfall’s 64 Ford con- 
vert. The grille is from a ’55 Ford and 
has been altered to fit the earlier shell. 
The headlights are frenched as are 


the Packard Clipper taillights. All fac- 
tory foolery including door handles, 
hood and deck emblems and opening 
devices have been discarded. A screw- 
jack, of the electric variety, powers 
deck lid operation, while the standard 
pull cable is retained to release the 
louvered hood, under which one will 
see a veritable warehouse of chrome 
parts and accessories. 

The interior is tastefully redone in 
red and white leatherette, pleated in 
one-inch widths, by the Rel Cumming- 
ham upholstery shop. All paint and 
metal work was performed by Quality 
Metal and Paint of the capitol city. 
Lou has taken his car to all the local 
car shows and generally places “Ichi 
Bon” in the custom convertible class. @ 
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the striping kick 


VER SINCE VON DUTCH started striping cycles and Bonneville machines, 

everyone has been jumping on the bandwagon. “Professional” stripers have 
popped up all over the place and some are even putting out striping decals, But if 
you fellows are the do-it-yourself rangers, I think you’ll be interested in a striping 
kit that is being put on the market by Frank Vent, a Burbank, Calif., striper. 
Included are a jar of paint, a striping brush, instructions and a design. Naturally, 
no kit in the world will make you a pro overnight; it takes time, practice, 
and even more practice. But, you can still have an inexpensive ball with the kit. 





Yon Dutch tells me the most important ele- 
ment of striping is the way the brush is loaded 
and the paint consistency. Only experimenta- 
tion will disclose the thickness of the paint, 
but Dutch says to fatten the brush to a fine 
point, after loading it with paint, by stroking 
it broadside on a clean piece of cardboard. 





Hold the brush between thumb and index 
finger. Support your hand by resting the lower 
fingers against the surface. Steady your striping 
hand with the other. Remember that the striping 
action is in the wrist and fingers, and when 
making a straight line slowly twist the brush 
as you move it carefully along the surface. 





























A pro needs no pattern, but since we're 
assuming you're all amateurs, here's a tip on 
making a design. A; Fold the paper in half. 
B; Insert a piece of carbon paper with transfer 
side up. C; Using the folded edge as the center- 
line, start your design. D; Remove the carbon 
Paper and unfold. Presto, a symmetrical design. 
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E; Now fold the paper the opposite way. 
F; Insert the carbon paper again with transfer 
side down and trace design. G; Remove carbon 
paper, unfold and you'll see that your pattern 
appears in full. H; Clean surface to be striped. 
Place design and carbon paper in position with 
masking tape and trace away. And that's it. 


* 











0-1T-YOURSELF 


STRIPING KIT 


Now at long last, a new and easy method for 
striping your car. A practical striping kit de- 
signed specifically for the do-it-yourself fan. By 
following step by step instructions from Frank 
Vent, well known professional striper, you will 
be delighted with your beautiful striping results. 
The Vent Striping Kit includes complete instruc- 
tions, patterns, professional brush, ready-mixed 
paint in white, red or black (specify one color 
only). $3.00 ppd. (in Calif. add 4% tax) 
For ial Spider Web ern, add $1.00 


VE sir 
15009 N. San F'e 
Burbank 


DE- CHROME for $6 49 


DO-IT-YOURSELF ng cal 
Hole llin thod. QUICK-EASY! 


REPLACES METAL WITH METAL 
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e*eee#es# 

Some modern engines, especially 
Chrysler products, have the spark 
plugs down so deeply in a well that it 
is hard to short them out to find which 
is missing. To lick the problem merely 
sharpen a short length of steel choke 
wire and stick the other end into a 
length of high tension wire. Now slip it 
into the recesses in the distributor cap 
and short out the plugs as desired. 

e*eeee*es 

The %” brass or cast iron pipe plugs 
which are installed in drain openings 
of gas tanks or oil lines to accommodate 
future filter installation often become 
very stubborn to remove. Since there 
seems to be no tool for removing these 
easily —and they are quickly ruined 
with pliers or crescent wrench — try 
this: 


Find an old 4%“ or “% cap screw and 
saw off the hex head. Drill a hole 
through the head and then file it to the 
proper square to fit the pipe plug. Now 
use this in an ordinary speed wrench 
to do the job. It is, in effect, a socket- 
within-a-socket. 
ROD & CUSTOM 
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VERYBODY HAS a sense of humor, though hidden it might be. 

Chances are you’ve seen a funny cartoon in a magazine, only to - 
be left cold by the caption or punch line. So, here’s your chance to both 
be your own gag line writer and win a valuable prize. Just dream 
up a punch line for the above cartoon and send it to Arin Cee. 


All you have to do is submit to Arin Cee, in care of R & C Mag- 
azine at 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, Calif., a gag line fitting 
the cartoon. If your punch line is among the top winners you'll get 
one of Taylor & Art Plastic’s fabulous TAPKITS. If you hear noth- 
ing, submit either the same or another line next month. Each month 
the cartoon and the prizes will be the same. 

A postcard will suffice for your entry, but be sure your name 
and address appears on it. You may submit as many as you like, 
but we must limit one to a card. Enter as many times as you wish, 
but gags for one month will not be considered the following month. 

This contest will run for six consecutive months — this being the 
third. The winner each month will receive the big C-50 TAPKIT with 
enough materials included to complete an extensive customizing job 
on your car — with all materials and instructions, to boot. Second each 
time will be the C-25 TAPKIT with enough resin, cloth, etc., for a 
complete hood filling job. Third prize of the C-10 TAPKIT has suffi- 
cient material for a hood bullnose job or several dents or rips. All 
are the well known Taylor & Art TAPKITS you've read so much 
about. There is absolutely nothing else to buy. 

Anyone can enter, except employees of Petersen Publishing Co., 
Quinn Publications or Taylor & Art Plastics, or their families. Judg- 
ing will be final and all lines become the property of Rod & Custom. @ 


CONTEST #1 WINNERS 


1. Donald E. Harte, Decatur, Michigan 

“Why don't-cha “Tap” it now with a Tapkit and save topping it later with a hammer?” 
2. Tom Bolin, Yakima, Washington 

“Back off, man; like | don't dig leadsieds.” 
3. Bruce Ferguson, Waterford, Connecticut 

“Here's what's left of our Fibreglas, Wally, Gran'paw just rejuvenated his hammock.” 
AUGUST, 1957 
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Me. 876 All CHROME PLATED. 
AUTO FABRIC SPRAY 
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“What's Coming in | 
the New Cars! 


FORECAST 
FROM DETROIT 


A special issue covering everything 
from styling and engineering to gadg- 
ets and miscellaneous goodies. All in — 


MOTOR LIFE 


@ August issue 
@ On Sale now 
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terurcy SPOT ENTERPRISES cutver City © ent. 





Money in 


AUTO MECHANICS 


Learn at home in spare time. Low tuition ‘‘All-in- 
one’ Shop Method course covers Overhaul, Soup- 
vp, Tune-up, Fuel Injection—ALL OTHER PHASES!!! 
You get everything you need for success in 
America’s BIGGEST Industry. We also give you 
Moter Analyzing Set; Socket Wrench Set, 
complete Tool Set. Write fer information. 
Send coupon TODAY for FREE BOOK & 
SAMPLE LESSON. NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Make More 













































BOYLE’S BARGAIN BUICK 
(continued from page 57) 


versal Top Shop as was the 
metallic-thread upholstery. Frank 
padded the dash himself. 

Other external changes which con- 
tribute to the “romantic” look include 
a re-worked grille incorporating a set- 
in license plate, hood air scoops and a 
novel Continental kit-type rear deck. 

Rear fenders cover the wheels and 
roll under to carry out the constant- 
curve design. The skirts were made 
from '49 Chevy fenders. Decorations) 
include ’49 Cadillac fender strips, ’5 
Chevy taillights and brake vents 
shioned from '39 Cadillac grille part 
The Pegaso-like chromed exhaust pir 
covers are louvers from a '36 Dod 
hood. Landau irons are from a ‘27 
Cadillac ! 

Bear in mind that Frank did all t 
work himself, except as noted, even the & 
sparkling blue paint job, The car re 3 
quired 18 months for co-mpletion. i 
Actual cash outlay ? $650.00! © 

























THE RARE ROCKIN’ ROLLS ROYCE 
(continued from page 39) 


to turn up anywhere.” 
“And that rendering was of a re- 
styled Rolls!” I exclaimed. 
“Exactly. And if it falls into the 
the 


“Do you have any clues, Henning?” 
I asked. 

“Only this which came in today’s 
mail,” he answered, displaying a short 
note from a Rolls Royce dealer. It 
said “A Bentley Salon which we serv- 
ice regularly has not been in for 4 
checkup in some time and the owner 
is very evasive about its whereabouts. 
Suggest you investigate.” 

Henning leaned back in the seat 
and closed his eyes. Oo: 

“This may be a corker, Ritch,” he 
said. 

And, indeed, it may. @ 
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CE COMING 
NEXT MONTH 
b re Hot Rodding... 
. the “In The Beginning” 
- the 
Model T Ford— 
sab Restoration, 
ae Speedsters, 
r. It Model T Today, 
serv- 
or & ...and other 
wher 
outs. thought- provoking 
oe articles of lasting interest. 
» he} On sale everywhere 
August 5th. 
STOM 
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gift with a life-tong use... 

today on 10-day money back guarant 

Literature@on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 


1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, ill., Dept. F-50-# 








SUPERCHARGERS 


6-71 GMC to Chrysler V8. Competition use 
only. Crank shaft driven. Complete kit ready 
for your fabrication. inquiries invited. 








700 N. Los Angeles St. 
POTVIN EQUIP. CO. jnaneim, Calif, Box 13 













eum NEW CATALOG 


I) 

SOON AVAILABLE 
50 pages — 10,000 Mees. Bigger and 
Better, complete coverage of al! 
manutacturers Plus any and all Special 
Equipment for New Models — MANY 
heretofore unlisted items—from 

= WHEEL DISCS to FUEL INJECTION. 
Send your $1.00 teday! Refundable on first purchase 
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be OLD FLATHEADS and sixes are dying harder than a cat 
that’s only died twice! I still get numerous questions on hopping 
up the flathead Ford-Merc engine, the Chevy and GMC sixes, Buick 
straight-8’s — and even an occasional query on how to fix up a Stude- 
baker Champ so it’ll stay with the neighbor’s new Plymouth Fury. 

In a way, I feel sorry for these guys. They haven’t kept up with 
the swift march of automotive progress in the last five years. They’ve 
seen the evidence of this progress — stock Chevys turning 96 mph 
at the drags — but apparently it hasn’t sunk in. What’s worse, this 
thinking can result in disappointments and financial blunders that 
could drive these fellows right out of the hop-up game before they 
even begin. 

Now right away you're going to point to a lot of Ford flatheads 
that are still making hay on drag strips throughout the country in 
hot coupes and roadsters. Okay. I'll go along. But note that these 
engines are being set up by experts; they’re running in light cars — 
and they almost invariably strut their stuff on just about 100% 
nitro! Amateurs trying to get anything out of these engines on gas, 
in cars weighing upwards of 3000 pounds or more, are doomed to 
eat dust, Perhaps our trouble is that we think any modified engine is 
bound to out-perform any stock engine. We forget that Detroit 
has been doing some fancy “modifying” in the last five years. Look 
at the size of valves, ports, and carb venturis, compared with 1950. 
Look at cam timing. Look at compression ratios (you still can't go 
much above 8.5:1 on gas with a Ford flathead). Look at cubic inches. 
The ’50 Buick Special had 248 cu. in.; the ’57 has 364! Stock engines 
just aren’t “stock” anymore; they’re fully equivalent to what we 
called “full-race” just five or six years ago. You can’t hop up an old 
engine to out-perform them on gas, even in standard form... 
when you hop up the new ones there’s no comparison. 

Many fellows think they can’t afford to work with a late 
ohv V-8 engine. Bunk! You can buy a 3 or 4-year-old V-8 for the 
price you’d pay for hop-up equipment to put on an older engine. 
Decént stuff is available for $50 and $100. Only minor modifications 
will yield 200 to 250 honest horses on the late stuff — and that kind 
C patemses & oth of ight wih Ge tt ages, & We 
modern, men! © 





. on sale now at your newsdealer! 


DRAG 
RACING 


PICTORIAL 


Brand New ... Facts and Photos... 

The world’s best dragsters, hot rods and stock 
cars in action! The editors of HOT ROD maga- 
zine have compiled in this book the outstanding 
drag events of the NHRA Safety Safari; here’s 
the whole story, all the strips all over the coun- 
try in one book. Hundreds of photos of cars in 
action; the drivers, crews, crowds and all the 
thrills of this exciting sport! 


... get your copy today! 


en ee ee ee ee a al ln el —— 4? * ee a a a a 


... and don’t miss these other “HOT” Trend Books! 


RESTYLE : CUSTOM CARS 
YOUR CAR : 
All the facts on how te restyle 


yeur car are in this mest 
Complete customizing guide ever 
ished. Covers basi 


i 


433 
bez 


aff 


phetes on grille modifications; 
head!) 


. fins 
With hundreds of photes, it's the 
custom car book ef the year! 


Eel 
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1957 CARS OF 
THE WORLD 
Complete, illustrated gui 


makes 
and models, including special sec- 
tions on station ; 
cars and minicars from all coun- 
pares of compare 
tive statistics on all cars. 


| TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Enclosed is - - et BS each (includes postage and handling) for which send 
me the following books 


AT NEWSSTANDS EVERYWHERE (CO RESTYLE YOUR CAR [) CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL 


(o (DRAG RACING PICTORIAL [) HOT ROD ANNUAL ([) CARS OF THE WORLD 
° 


mail 
your order 


today!) 
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Cisne 
Striping 


Stripe your car 
for as little as 


$495 


GORGEOUS : 
HARBECK ad . " Here's that rich ‘!Cad- 
dy’’ look—biends well 
DESIGNS with modern styling. 
~~ Se 
bumper ‘‘bullets’’ 
sorb shocks and protect 
chrome. Fit 1957 Chev- 
rolet, 1957 Pontiac... 
also this bolt-on model 
adaptable to earlier Bu- 
ick, T-Bird, 
Now you can customize your car in the very newest California fashion . eee ees 
$30. 06 . it’s easy to apply Mere and others. 
° uine black molded rub- 
be $< 5 P ° 
eetinee by Harbeck. Bach set ¢-— -%. in white. rich red... oF gold. par. OF.08 Pv. EE 
Specify set and color wanted. Item 1 PD. 
Set “A’’—For headlights, dashboard, other beauty touches $1.95 


Set “B’’—Like Set A plus 12 extra designs for the center of the 
hood, corners of rear deck, etc. (includes straight lines) 2.95 


Set “‘C’’—Complete Deluxe stripe kit for your car—36 designs 3.95 





STOP HUB 


DELUXE 
NEUTRA-PLUG 


Has 22 times the 


STANDARD NEUTRA-PLUG 


Engine suffering from “ACID in- , — 
digestion”? Oil swarming with **ELECTRIC-ENGRAV- 
microscopic abrasive flecks? Re- ER’’ marks hub caps 
5) Bhan ed WITHOUT A TORCH place your crankcase drain plug clearly & permanent- 

‘glassing”’ kits make it easy with NEUTRA-PLUG! Active al- ly. Engraves metal, 
ry Yeateie and repair auto bodies loy element neutralizes corrosive wood, plastics, even 
New plastic bonds fiberglass to metal acid. Powerful Alnico magnet stone or glass as easy 
—strong as a weld job. Kit includes captures metal grit. State make, as writing your name. 
enough material for headlights plus year, model. Standard model Identifies tools, parts, 
taillight ‘“‘frenching’’—other car and $2.45. Deluxe model $2.95. Item etc. $9.95. Item 5 
household repairs. $3 95. Item 3. PPD. 4. PPD. PPD 


CHROME OUTSIDE PIPES 


Latest beauty touch, Eliminates tail pipe scraping 
and exhaust fume discoloration. Moun ust 
—extends outside car in front of A yw 
bends. 134 outside diam. (68” also available in 2” 
diam.) Triple chromed. Item 

261%" long. 15” between bends ‘ $ 6.65 
3414" long. 22” between bends_ satitiega 
40” long. 2612" between bends —- 6am 
68” long. 66" between bends i 18.95 
Chrome Clamps. State size___ Each 3.95 














ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! Satisfaction guaranteed 
or your money back. Send currency, check or mon- 
ey order and we pay postage on items marked Ppd. 
Others F.O.B. Los Angeles. 20% deposit required on 
Cc. (no C. . California 
customers please add 4% 

State Item No. Wanted 


5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Dept 740, Los Angeles 22, Calif. Phone RAymond 3-3671 

















